
Guest Lectures 

2022-23 
Report on “Interactive Action- Driven Session on Plastic Waste Management”- A 

GUEST LECTURE 

 
 

The Green Campus Program Committee of BVC organised a Guest Lecture for the students on 24-

02-2023 at 2PM in Seminar Hall, MBA Block. The speaker was Ms. Damini Malhotra from Recykal 

Foundation. The topic of the lecture wasInteractive Action- Driven Session on Plastic Waste 

Management. The lecture was attended by Principal Dr. GSVRK Choudhary, Mrs. B. Niraimathi, 

IQAC coordinator, BVC, Faculty. students of all faculties and NCC etc. The Lecturer coordinators 

for this event were Dr Y Aparna & M D Kaleem Ullah. 

 

The Program began by an address by Dr GSVRK Choudhary, Principal, BVC He urged on the need 

of recycling. Ms Malhotra, the Guest speaker enlightened the students on plastic management. 

Proper management of plastic garbage was the emphasis of this session.Information was given 

regarding the overuse of plastic, its varieties or types, its codes and the 5Rs. The speaker spoke in 

depth on  how Government has formed certain guidelines for treatment of plastic  EPR and E-

waste.The guest speaker gave a comprehensive explanation of the topic through a PowerPoint 

presentation The talk ended with an interactive question and answer session. The speaker awarded 

points for every right answer given by the students. The participants were asked to explain their 

plans for future plastic waste collection drives.  It was an enriching session where participants were 

informed about different ways to manage plastic usage. 124 students from various faculties of our 

college participated in the guest lecture. 

 
Dr Choudhary, Principal, BVC, addressing the students 



 
Dr. Choudhary, Principal, presenting a memeto to the guest speaker 

 

 
Ms Damini Malhotra delivering her talk  

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
REPORT ON GUEST LECTURE  

 

A Guest lecture was conducted by the Green Campus Program, of our college, on 08-02-2023 from 

11:00 am to 12:00 noon in room no. 71, Biochemistry Block. The Resource Person was Mr. S 

Sundara Moorthy. .”. He is an independent consultant associated with manufacturing industries, 

recyclers, USAID funded projects and assisting them in fulfilling policy advocacy, regulatory 

compliances and environmental awareness programs.He is a Certified Energy Auditor and 

previously worked with Bureau of Energy Efficiency (under Govt. of India), CLASP and Panasonic 

Life Solutions Pvt Ltd.The topic of the lecture was “E- Waste Management and Environmental 

Awareness”. Students from Life sciences, Physical Sciences and Commerce along with NCC, NSS, 

BSG and YRC attended the lecture. Total of around 118 participants. Dr. GSVRK Choudhary, 

Principal, BVC and members of GCP attended theprogram. 

Mr. Moorthy spoke in detail about Nature, Ecosystem and Environment. Current environmental 

issues like Climate Change, Environmental Health and Resource Depletion were also discussed in 

the lecture. He informed that the world‟s target temperature is to reduce 1.5°C and for India it is 3°C 

by the year 2030.The goal of “Panchamrit”, a commitment to reach net- zero carbon emission by 

2070 in India. He informed that there are various Acts and Rules implemented by the Indian 

Constitution for protection of our country‟s Ecosystem and Environment. Recycling of E- waste 

under the guidelines of Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India was also discussed in the 

lecture. Students felt that the session was informative.  

Dr Choudhary, Principal, BVC, in his address to the students emphasized the need to have a plastic 

free life. He also informed that steps are to be taken to make college campus one time use plastic 

free. 

At the end of the guest lecture, group photos of students from various departments and various 

student organizations were taken. 

 

 
Mr Moorthy with Principal and members of GCP 



 
Group Photo with NCC students 

 

 

 
Mr Moorthy delivering his talk 



 
Group photo with BSS members 

 
A photo with the participants 



 
A group Photo with NSS volunteers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Report 

Guest Lecture by Dr. Sravanti Vaidya on 7/01/2023 
 

A guest lecture was organized  by the Department of Genetics and Biotechnology on 7th January, 

2023 from 10 am to 11 am at room no 208, MBA Block .The lecture was addressed by Dr. Sravanti 

Vaidya ,Project Scientist, CCMB, Hyderabad on the topic “Bioanalytical and Biophysical 

Techniques: An Overview”.  

 

The lecture started with the artwork of a cell by crystallographer David Goodsell portraying the 

combination of art and science and spoke about the structure-function correlation of biomolecules,  

the function of a molecule based on its structure, their binding and interaction and the importance of 

chemistry in biology. She explained about  the different DNA, RNA and protein sequencing methods 

like Edman degradation, Maxam & Gilbert method, Sanger method and Next Generation Sequencing 

methods and emphasized on the present demand for Bioinformaticians and the scope and 

opportunities in Bioinformatics. She gave an insight of how the structure of a molecule or 

biomolecule is determined with an example of her Ph.D research on Caspase- 6 and briefly spoke 

about the various bioanalytical and biophysical techniques like X-Ray Crystallography, NMR 

Spectroscopy, Cryo-EM and UV-Vis Spectroscopy using the FRET concept. Dr. Sravanti also 

showed some of her articles and molecular structures of proteasome complexes on PDB. 

 

The entire lecture was very interesting and interactive. The students learnt the importance of  

mastering the concept of the subjects. They acquired  research oriented knowledge which will be 

very useful in future.. The lecture was very beneficial and motivated the students towards their core 

fields. Dr. Sravanti Vaidya‟s knowledge and achievements were very motivating to the students. Her 

teaching held the audience‟s enthusiasm until the end as she was very friendly and interactive 

throughout the lecture. In conclusion a memento was presented by Dr. B. Kalpana, Head of 

Department of Genetics and Biotechnology to Dr. Sravanti Vaidya with a vote of thanks. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guest Lecture 

The Department of Genetics and Biotechnology, organized a guest lecture on 19
th

 December, 2022 

at 10 am, in Room No 71, Biochemistry Block. The topic of the lecture was Frontiers in Genomics 

- New Possibilities and Road Ahead in Cancer Genetics. The Resource person was 

Dr.A.Srinivas, Assistant Professor in Genetics Department of Genetics and Biotechnology, 

Osmania University and In charge Head, Department of Biotechnology, University College of 

Science, Saifabad. 

Dr. Srinivas gave an elaborate talk on cancer, cancer genetics, cancer genomics, precision of cancer 

medicine and careers in cancer genetics and genomics. He informed that the annual cancer cases 

grew by 23.6 million and that the risk of cancer is increasing with age. The most commonly 

occurring cancers are that of breast, lung, colon and prostrate. He pointed out that a majority of 

cancers (in about 90-95% of cases) arise due to genetic mutations from environmental and Life style 

factors. While 5-10% are due to inherited genetic factors. He gave an in-depth account on oncogenes 

and tumor suppressor genes, mechanism of activation of oncogenes, gene amplification etc. He also 

explained the clonal evolution of cancer cellsinvolving impairment of DNA repair genes. Dr. 

Srinivas gave an insight about the epigenetic alterations like methylations involved in cancer. While 

explaining the metabolism of cancer cells, he informed that most cancer cells rely on Glycolysis 

pathway for energy. He informed that structural genomics can be used in cancer to measure the 

activity of genes that are either abnormally active or silenced in cancer cells. He said that genome 

information about cancer is leading to better diagnosis and treatment strategies that can be used 

aspersonalized medicine. In the end he spoke about the various career options `for an undergraduate 

student like Research Assistant, Clinical Trials Associate, lab technician, Clinical Research Scientist 

to name a few. 

The program ended with an interactive Q&A session. Dr. Srinivas advised thestudents to maintain a 

good and healthy lifestyle to prevent cancer. Dr.B.Kalpana, Head, Department of Genetics and 

Biotechnology presented a memento as a token of gratitude to Dr Srinivas. Around 80 Students of 

MbGC, BtGC final and Second years attended the program. They found the lecture informative. 

Most of the students were motivated to take up a career in cancer genetics. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Ms. Medha of BtGC final year presenting a plant hamper to Guest speaker Dr. Srinivas, Dr. Kalpana 

Looks on. 

 

 
 

Students keenly Listening to Dr. Srinivas. 



 
 

Dr. Sinivas giving this talk. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Dr B Kalpana, head, Department of Genetics and Biotechnology, presenting a Memento to Dr. 

Srinivas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



2020-21 

1. WEBINAR BY DR. SUBBIAH CHARY NIMMAGADA ON 19-11-2020 

Dr. N.S Chary, was the resource person for the webinar conducted by the Department of 

Genetics and Biotechnology. The webinar was conducted on the Zoom platform. The topic of the 

webinar was Dual function of Bruton‟s Tyrosine Kinase in Acute Myeloid Leukemia and 

Myoproliferative neoplasms. Dr. Chary is currently the Lab leader and senior Post Doc at Dept 

of Hematology and Oncology, University Clinic of Münster, Münster, Germany. His area of 

research includes Acute myeloid leukaemia and JAK2-VF Myeloproliferative neoplasm. 

 
Dr Chary explained his research work in a very detailed and simple manner. He emphasised the 

role of BTK in AML. He explained that the traditional drugs for AML have harsh effects on the 

patients. Where aa Novel molecules like NSC effect the cell survival and migration thereby may 

play a vital role in cancer treatment. All the participants appreciated her research work and 

interacted with her at the end of the webinar. 

There were about 106 participants in the webinar, including life sciences students of BVC. Some 

of the participants were from other countries like Czech Republic, England, Russia to name a 

few. Dr. Chary answered the queries by some of the participants regarding his presentation. The 

webinar was taken appreciated by all. 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 

2. WEBINAR BY DR. ASHA BALAKRISHNAN ON 03-07-2020 

Dr. Asha Balakrishnan, an alumnus of BVC (1995-1998, B.Sc- GBC-Genetics, Botany, 

Chemistry), was the resource person for the webinar conducted by the Department of Genetics 

and Biotechnology. The webinar was conducted on the Zoom platform. The topic of the webinar 

was: Interactions between signaling, metabolic pathways and miRNAs in Hepatocellular 

Carcinoma (HCC). Dr. Asha is currently the Principal Investigator at TWINCORE, Hannover 

Medical School (MHH), Hannover, Germany. Her topic of research at Hannover Medical School 

is: Molecular basis of HCC and the role of microRNAs, metabolic and signaling pathways in 

HCC and liver regeneration. 

Dr Asha explained her research work in a very detailed and simple manner. All the participants 

appreciated her research work and interacted with her at the end of the webinar. There were 

about 160 participants in the webinar, including life sciences students of BVC. Dr. Asha 

answered the queries by some of the participants regarding her research and in general higher 

education and research in Germany. The webinar motivated students to take up higher studies 

and research in the field of life sciences. 



 
 



 



3. Report on “Ayurvedic preventive measures by drugs and pranayam for 

COVID 19” webinar 

The Department of Genetics and Biotechnology, Bhavan‟s Vivekananda College of Science, Humanities 

and Commerce, organized a webinar on “Ayurvedic preventive measures by drugs and pranayam for 

COVID 19” on 11
th
May, 2020. It was a live session from 3pm. 

The main objective of the webinar was to create awareness among the people regarding COVID- 19. 

 
The speaker of the webinar was Dr. N. Vijaya Lakshmi who has an MD in Ayurveda and PG Diploma in 

Yoga to her credit. She obtained her Post Graduation in Ayurveda Samhita from Banaras Hindu 

University, Varanasi and received her Master‟s in Sanskrit from Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

The session started with the introductory note by the Principal, Prof.Y.Ashok, followed by a welcome 

address by Dr.Jyothi Nayar, Head, Department of Genetics and Biotechnology. Dr. Nayar introduced the 

resource person to the audience. Dr.Vijaya lakshmi delivered her lecture and explained about Ayurvedic 

lifestyle, Seasonal detoxification, ways to improve immunity, Vyadhikshamatva- using food as immune 

booster, Manasikanidana- Emotions and its role in Immunity, Sankramikaroga-   Microorganisms and 

their mode of transmission, AdhyaatmikaNidana- Spiritual cause of Grahakopa which includes 

panachamahabutas as well. 

The speaker demonstrated Pranayama through a video recording which included Bhastika, Kapalabhati, 

Bramari and Udgeeta pranayam. She also emphasized on the need of Ayurvedic drugs to be used as 

medicine and the importance of meditation and suryanamaskar. 

The webinar concluded with the question and answer session which was answered politely by the 

speaker. Various participants shared the feedback that the Webinar was very informative and was 

definitely a need of the hour. 

The total number of registrations for the webinar was 254 which included people even across the globe. 



List of Registrations for one day international webinar in “Ayurvedic preventive measures 

by Drugs and Pranayam for COVID- 19” on 11.05.2020 

 
S.No Name of the place No.of candidates registered 

1 Bahrain 1 

2 Dubai 1 

3 Massachusetts 1 

4 A.P 3 

5 Bihar 3 

6 Chhattisgarh 3 

7 Delhi 8 

8 Gujarat 1 

9 Haryana 1 

10 Himachal Pradesh 2 

11 Karnataka 5 

12 Kerala 1 

13 M.P 2 

14 Maharashtra 4 

15 Puducherry 2 

16 Rajasthan 2 

17 TamilNadu 55 

18 Telangana 157 

19 West Bengal 1 

20 U.P 1 

Total no.of registrations 254 



2019-20 

1. “Stem Cell Technology and applications” 
 

The Department of Genetics & Biotechnology organized a guest lecture for UG students on 27-

08-2019 at 11.00 am in the Room. 208, MBA block (1st Floor), Bhavan‟s Vivekananda College. 

The lecture was delivered by Dr. G. Ravi Kumar, Professor, Department of biochemistry, School 

of Life Sciences, University of Hyderabad. 

Dr G. Ravi Kumar is a Professor at University of Hyderabad (India) and holds a Ph.D in 

Molecular biology and biotechnology from New Delhi. He has an extensive research and 

teaching experience from Harvard Medical School (USA) and NH (USA), Moffitt Cancer and 

Research center (USA) and RWTH Aachen (Germany). 

His is an expertise in Gene regulation including cancer biology and stem cell therapy. He is 

working in the area of thrombocytopenia, a low platelet disorder which is common among 

neonates admitted in NICU. His research is focused on understanding the developmental 

differences in miRNA mediated post transcriptional regulation between neonates and adults. 

Dr.Ravi Gutti spoke about discovering novel targets and developing specific therapy in 

MicroRNA therapeutics. He clearly described that out of 88 miRNA involved in stem cell 

development and differentiation, 10miRNA were upregulated in neonates Vs adults 

.After carrying out a series of experiments, he concluded that Let-7b is the only miRNA down 

regulated (10 fold) in neonatal compared to adult MK‟s and it inhibits wnt signaling pathway in 

MK‟s thereby reducing mitochondrial biogenesis and during this process Megakaryocyte specific 

vesicles could be identified .He concluded that expression of miRNA was found in 

Megakaryocytes which are involved in cell cycle regulation. 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



2. Report on Guest lecture 

The Department of Genetics and Biotechnology, BVC, organized a guest lecture by Dr. G. 

Nishanth, research group leader at Otto-von-Guericke University, Magdeburg, Germany. 
Dr. Nishanth is a student alumnus of BVC and graduated in the year 2001. 

 

Dr. Nishant spoke on the topic: The Deubiquitinating Enzyme (DUB) Cylindromatosis- a 

Critical Factor for Experimental Cerebral Malaria and Blood-Brain Barrier Damage. He 

commenced his lecture with a brief introduction about the disease malaria and its causative 

organism. The following is a brief summary of the seminar: 

 

The malarial parasite completes its life cycle in two hosts, the anopheles mosquito and the 

human being. On infection with the parasite, humans show symptoms of vomiting, diarrhea, 

fever and pains. The symptoms overlap with those of other diseases. However, the striking 

feature of malaria is the drop in the RBC count of an individual. 

 

The causative organism of malaria is Plasmodium, of which there are five different species. 

Plasmodium falciparum is the most lethal. Falciparum malaria leads to lethal complications like 

Cerebral malaria which causes about 90% of malarial deaths. Cerebral malaria is characterized 

by hemorrhage caused by the infiltration of CD8 T cells, enhanced activation of astrocytes and 

microglia and apoptosis of endothelial cells. 

 

Dr. Nishanth has investigated the effect of Deubiquitinating enzyme Cylindromatosis (CYLD), 

an important inhibitor of several pathways, on experimental cerebral malaria (ECM). To study 

the effects of CYLD, he infected both the knockout mice for the CYLD gene and wild-type 

mouse with Plasmodium berghei ANKA (PbA). He studied the PbA specific CD8 T cell 

response in both the types of mice and found it to be augmented in the knockout mice. In 

addition, there was also a decrease in brain pathology and little or no disruption of the blood 

brain barrier. This resulted in better survival of the knockout mice, whereas, the wild type mice 

died due to increased brain pathology. 

 
The findings of this research work can be used to create a drug that blocks the transcription of 

CYLD to prevent cerebral complications of Falciparum malaria. 

At the end of the seminar, Dr Nishanth gave some useful suggestions to students who wished to 

pursue higher studies in Biosciences in foreign universities. The guest lecture was well 

appreciated by students and faculty. The students were positively inspired to pursue a career in 

Biosciences. 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

3. Guest Lecture (08-08-2019) 

Ocular infections – Research to prevent blindness 

A Guest lecture was organized by the Department of Genetics & Biotechnology on 8th August, 

2019 by Dr Joveeta Joseph, Research Scientist Grade III, LV Prasad Eye Institute, Banjara 

Hills, Hyderabad on the topic entitled “Ocular infections – Research to prevent blindness”. 

She was trained as a Medical Microbiologist. After joining LVPEI, she was involved in 

diagnostic and research activities in the field of ocular infections. Her main area of work is to 

understand the Immune response and characterization of Microbiome by Next Generation 

Sequencing (NGS) in culture negative Endophthalmitis. She was awarded DST-SERB grant 

subsequently. She was also involved in another grant ”Corneal infection by Pythium insidiosum: 

Investigation into immune response in animal model, evaluation of antibacterial antibiotics in 

animal model”. 

She has been awarded the Dr C S Bhaskaran Gold Medal at the Indian Association of 

Medical Microbiologists in 2015 and the Young Scientist Award by the Telangana Academy 

of Sciences in 2016. Young Scientist award at VI National Conference of Society of Indian 

Human and Animal and Animal Mycologists in 2016, Hyderabad 

She is a member, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology(ARVO) and Indian eye 

Research Group. Life Member: Indian Association of Medical Microbiologists. Life Member: 

International Society of Infectious Diseases. She is also the Assistant Editor, Indian Journal of 

Ophthalmology. 

She had authored three book chapters and nearly twenty research publications in many National 

and International Journals. 

Dr Joveeta highlighted on the infections related to eyes specifically Endophthalmitiis. She also 

gave an insight into the various fellowships & scholarships, career opportunities offered by the 

various Institutes and organizations. She also motivated the students to pursue research. The 

lecture was lucid and well appreciated by students. All the students of life Sciences actively 

participated in the lecture. 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

2018-19 

 
 

1. Guest lecture conducted by Dept of Genetics & Biotechnology on 22-09- 

2018 

The Department of Genetics and Biotechnology, BVC, organized a guest lecture by Dr. 

Venkataraman Sritharan an eminent Scientist and from Global Medical Foundation and Research 

centre, Lakdi Ka Pool, Hyderabad. The topic of the lecture was „Host and Pathogen derived 

Biomarkers for the Management of Sepsis.‟ 

Dr. Sritharan spoke about the high incidence of Septicemia and he described this condition as a 

continuum of events. Globally, about 27 million people are diagnosed with sepsis, of which 19 

million people survive with gross deformity. In India, about 30% deaths are caused by sepsis. 

These deaths are caused by improper diagnosis and a lack of targeted treatment. 

Dr Sritharan explained the process of sepsis in detail. It starts with the pathogen entering the 

body through the gastrointestinal/pulmonary/urinary tract or the skin. The microbe then enters 

the bloodstream and causes hemorrhage and clotting in various organs causing damage and 

multiple organ failure. 

Dr. Sritharan said the failure of diagnosis of septicemia was due to the rather tedious and time 

consuming test protocol for the analysis of blood sample. He said that biochemical and 

microbiological analyses are routine tests that take time and thus, almost 70% of cases are not 

diagnosed. Dr Sritharan suggested that clinical practices must change in order to decrease the 

frequency of mortality due to sepsis. 



These challenges in the treatment of sepsis inspired Dr Sritharan and his team to identify an 

„Ideal Sepsis marker‟. Dr Sritharan and his associate from IIT Delhi studied different 

biochemicals produced in the body during sepsis. They selected a biomarker called Procalcitonin 

and devised a rapid test called Septiflo which diagnoses the bloodstream for bacterial infections 

in 10 minutes. 

He then explained the use of a four marker panel based on the cell wall composition of bacteria 

and the chemical signals produced during septicemia that would facilitate effective treatment. 

The four marker panel is currently in the early stages of development. 

Dr Sritharan then concluded the session by suggesting a few ideas for students who wished to 

pursue a career in research and development. 

The students and faculty found the seminar very good in terms of content, clarity and 

understanding of the topic. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



2. „Bioinformatics- Educational prospectus and career scope in INDIA. 

 

 
The Department of Genetics & Biotechnology organized a guest lecture for UG students on 31- 

08-2018 at 2.30 pm in the Room. No.71, Biochemistry block (1st Floor), Bhavan‟s Vivekananda 

College. The lecture was delivered by Mr. Praharshit Sharma, Mentor, Bioinformatics 

Involvement of Schools and Colleges Utilizing Information Technology (BISCUIT) on 

“Bioinformatics- Educational prospectus and career scope in INDIA”. 

 
Mr. Praharshit briefed about the history and milestones in Bioinformatics, followed by some key 

Indian Scientists in Bioinformatics. He also gave detailed information about various entry levels 

into accredited Bioinformatics institutions and database of bioinformatics centers in India. 

Mr. Praharshit has also explained what makes Bioinformatics more attractive. He further gave a 

detailed account of Professional bodies of bioinformatics at National and international level and 

provided insights into Career scope and Progression in the domain of bioinformatics. Followed 

by this was an interactive session with students interacting for their queries and doubts. 

 

 

 



 

 

3. “Genomics and Epigenomics applications of next generation sequencing” 

 
The Department of Genetics & Biotechnology organized a guest lecture for UG students on 12- 

02-2019 at 12.00 noon in the Room. 208, MBA block (1st Floor), Bhavan‟s Vivekananda 

College. The lecture was delivered by Dr. Divya Tej Sowpati, Project Scientist, CCMB, 

Hyderabad on “Genomic and Epigenomic applications of next generation sequencing”. 

 

Dr Divya Tej is a child Prodigy who finished his M. Sc at a very tender age of 12 and Ph.D at 20 

yrs, which inspired the students. He has won Young Scientist award by Telangana Academy of 

Sciences in 2015, National Child award for academic excellence by Government of India in 2004 

and Ugadi Puraskar by Madras Telugu Academy in 2001. 

 

Dr Divya Tej‟s lecture was on bioinformatics and the technologies used currently. Students 

found the coding, coding software and its importance very interesting. Many were motivated to 

learn the coding languages along with their use and applications in present research. He 

introduced the students to different equipments used for sequencing of genome and gave an 

account of all the possible futuristic machines that would be designed. He motivated students to 

take up a career in bioinformatics. The child prodigal scientist made students realize that with 

intelligence and hard work one can climb the ladder of success. 



 

 



 
 



2017-18 

1. Report on Guest Lecture 

„PROSPECTS ON MUSHROOM CULTIVATION IN INDIA‟. 

 
The Department of Genetics & Biotechnology organized a guest lecture for UG students on 06- 

09-2017 at 2.30 pm in the MBA Seminar Hall, Bhavan‟s Vivekananda College. The lecture was 

delivered by a Dr. K Prasuna, CEO, „S„Mushroom Agritech, Hyderabad. 

 

Dr. K Prasuna briefed about the struggle and hurdles faced by anyone who will start as an 

entrepreneur and establish in this very challenging field of entrepreneurship. She has done Ph.D 

on the growth patterns and biochemical aspects of Calocybe indica P&C (Milky Mushroom), a 

topical mushroom that suits Indian climate. She opted to culture and market mushrooms. She 

enlightened the students on realities of entrepreneurship. 

Dr. K Prasuna explained how she and her team educate the local farmers to go for mushroom 

culture and make some lively hood as mushroom culture needs less space and investment. She 

gave an account of types of mushroom that can be easily cultivated suiting to Indian climatic 

conditions. She also briefed about the nutritional value of Mushrooms as they are a rich source of 

proteins. She even enlightened the students with the therapeutic value of mushrooms, where 

eating mushrooms or having their soup helps them to combat even cancer. 

The session ended with students interacting with Dr. K Prasuna and she attending to their queries 

and doubts. 
 



2. Report on Guest Lecture 

Biotechnology for sustainable rice development 

 
The Department of Genetics & Biotechnology organized a guest lecture for UG students on 22- 

07-2017 at 2.30 pm in the MBA Seminar Hall, Bhavan‟s Vivekananda College. The lecture was 

delivered by a Dr. Raman M Sundaram, Principal Scientist, Biotechnology Division, Indian 

Institute of Rice Research- ICAR, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad. 

 
Dr. Sundaram briefed about the tools that could be used for improving rice by making it resistant 

to disease, tolerant to biotic and abiotic stress, to reduce the consumption of pesticides and 

herbicides and most importantly increase yield with limited land resources. He also emphasized 

the role of biotechnology to enhance rice breeding efficiency and shortening the breeding cycle. 

Dr. Sundaram explained how he and his team used Marker Assisted Selection to improve 

Sambha Masuri BPT5204, a crop resident to bacterial blight. Marker assisted breeding reduces 

the traditional breeding time significantly. He gave an insight on tools used for genetic 

engineering in rice and described in detail the transgenic rice produced at IIRR like rice resistant 

to bacterial, fungal and viral diseases, improved vitamin A (Golden rice) and elevated iron 

content. Another project that they are working on is to change rice from a C3 to a C4 plant, 

which will help improve the efficiency carbon usage and minimize net energy loss. The session 

ended with Dr. Sundaram interacting with students attending to their queries and doubts. 
 



2016-17 

 
 

1. Guest Lecture in Biotechnology by Dr I. Balaji Bairavabhatla on 10-09-2016 

 

 
Department of Genetics and Biotechnology of Bhavans Vivekananda College 

welcomed Dr (I) Balaji Bairavabhatla, Managing Director Hylasco Bio- 

technology Pvt Ltd. Hyderabad to deliver a lecture on, “Pharma & 

Biotechnology; Scope in Inida- Economics vs Quality.” 

The undergraduate students of the life sciences department were amused by the 

facts that left no loop empty to understand the bridge that connects science and 

entrepreneurship. 

Hyalsco Companies Pvt Ltd., is proud to be an independent Indian platform 

wherein the animals are pure bred for the experimental use of various scientific 

biotechnology purposes and institutions. Mr. Bhatla clearly differentiated the 

aspects of industrial definitions such as pharmaceuticals and clinical trials 

The students were also inspired to find way through the rare concepts of 

entrepreneurship in the field of biotechnology and left the room with a buzzing 

level of confidence which would only leave India proud to have excelling in the 

fields of science and experimentation. 
 



2. Report on Guest Lecture 

The department of Biotechnology and Genetics of Bhavans Vivekananda 

College welcomed Dr. K. Thangaraj from CCMB, Hyderabad to deliver a 

lecture on , “Human Origin, Health and Diseases.” 

 

 
The undergraduate students were delighted and amused by the new learnings about the origin of 

human life. The theory of evolution of human beings from various species of chimpanzee and 

gorilla‟ due to varied mutations only left the students with a jaw drop expression. 

 
The fact that India as a nation, bears the primitive species of human life found in the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands which have originated from Africa. These species have then migrated and 

settled in other parts of the globe from India. The talk on various health issues and diseases 

confined only to India or a few parts of the nation was another magnificent discovery the guest 

shared with our students. 
 

The seminar ended with a Mark Twain quote stating the beauty of origin of human life in India 

with an abysmal legendary history attached to it. A total of 150 students attentively listened to the 

lecture and interacted with the scientist and clarified many of their doubts in the concerned 

subject, Population Genetics. 

The students were also inspired to touch the unseen mysteries in the world of Genetics and to 

pursue research in the new arenas of the enigmatic subject. 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 



2015-16 

1. Report On Guest Lecture on 22-08-2015 

 

 
The Department of Genetics, Biotechnology and Botany conducted a 

guest lecture on “Understanding Plasmodium through Transgenic 

Animals” by Dr. K. Arun Kumar on 22-08-2015. Dr. K. Arun Kumar, a 

faculty form University of Hyderabad highlighted knockout experiments 

done in Plasmodium, where the ubiquitin kinase genes were removed in 

transgenic Plasmodium, which ultimately failed to produce functional 

oocytes in sexual reproduction cycle of Mosquito. This research will 

pave way for attenuated vaccines against malaria. The lecture inspired the 

students to pursue research. The lecture was very informative and 

interesting. It was appreciated by all the students and faculty. 

 

 
2. Report On Guest Lecture on 31-10-2015 

The Department of Genetics and Biotechnology conducted a guest lecture 

on “EVOLUTION OF GENOTYPING TECHNOLOGY” by Dr. V.V. 

RAVIKANTH, Scientist, Asian Institute of Gastero Enterology on 31-10- 

2015. Dr. Ravikanth gave an insight into the developments in 

genotyping technology starting from basic RFLP to Next Generation 

technology. The lecture highlighted the principle and applications 

involved in identification of 17 million SNPs spread throughout the 

human genome using different techniques like microarrays, SSCP & 

NSG etc. The lecture was very informative and interesting. It was 

appreciated by all the students and faculty. 



 
 

 

3. Report On Guest Lecture on 12-01-2016 

 

 
The Department of Genetics and Biotechnology conducted a guest lecture 

on “Genomics Revolution- Where are we heading?” by Prof. 

K.Ulaganathan, Center for Plant Molecular Biology (CPMB) on 12-01- 

2016. Prof. Ulaganathan addressed on topics like mapping genomes of 

various organisms and their relevance in present scenario. The lecture was 

very informative and interesting. It was appreciated by all the students and 

faculty. 



 
 

 

 

 

 


